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The real name of Lewis Carroll, author of Alice in Wonderland, was Charles Lutwidge
Dodgson. The following figure mentions his parents:

Charles DODGSON Frances LUTWIDGE
b 2 Nov 1800 b 13 Jul 1803
Daresbury (Cheshire) Daresbury
d 21 Jun 1868 d 26 Jan 1851

m 5 Apr 1827 Sculcoates
Kingston-upon-Hull (Yorkshire)

Charles Lutwidge DODGSON
b 27 Jan 1832 Daresbury
d 14 Jan 1898 Guildford (Surrey)

Figure 1: Parents of the author of Alice in Wonderland.

To obtain his pseudonym (in 1856, at the request of a magazine editor), Dodgson started out
by Latinizing and altering his given names: Charles and Lutwidge became Carolus and Ludovicus,
then Carroll and Lewis. The fledgling 24-year-old writer then interchanged these terms and
dropped his Dodgson surname.

Abbreviations in genealogical charts

Letters designate events:

b = born (date and/or place)

c = christened (date and/or place)
m = married (date and/or place)
d = died (date and/or place)

f = funeral (date and/or place)

t = tomb (place)

y = died young

Z = no issue

A squiggle before a date means circa (about).
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Lutwidge family

Lewis Carroll’s second given name, Lutwidge, was the surname of his mother Frances, the
fourth child of Charles Lutwidge and Elizabeth Dodgson, as indicated in the following chart:

Charles LUTWIDGE

— Elizabeth DODGSON

b 15 Jun 1768 b 1770
Walton le Dale (Cumberland) d 17 Apr 1836
d 7 Sep 1848

m 15 Jan 1798 Cumberland

L Elizabeth LUTWIDGE
b 1798
d 1883

2 Charles LUTWIDGE
b 21 Mar 1800
d 15 Jan 1843

13 Robert Wilfred Skeffington LUTWIDGE
b 17 Jan 1802 Walton le Dale
d 28 May 1873 Salisbury t Brompton

4 Frances LUTWIDGE
b 13 Jul 1803 Daresbury
d 26 Jan 1851

12 |ucy LUTWIDGE
b 1805
d 1880

1©  Charlotte LUTWIDGE
b 1807
d 1857

-7 Margaret LUTWIDGE
b 1809
d 1869

8 _ Henrietta LUTWIDGE
b 1811
d 1872

Figure 2: Maternal grandparents of Lewis Carroll.

Carroll’s father and his maternal grandmother, both named Dodgson, were relatives.
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Uncle Skeffington

Carroll was particularly fond of his uncle Robert Wilfred Skeffington Lutwidge [1802-1873],
mentioned in figure 2. This man, known as Skeffington Lutwidge, is described in two websites:

 Skeffington Lutwidge was Britain’s Lunacy Commissioner from 1855 up until his death in
1873, after his head was pierced by a large nail wielded by a mental patient. A professional
biography of this exceptional individual is presented in the following website, created by
Andrew Roberts at Middlesex University:

http://studymore.org.uk/6biol.htm#L4

e A fascinating essay by E Fuller Torrey and Judy Miller, The Capture of the Snark, suggests that
Lewis Carroll’s nonsense poem, The Hunting of the Snark, was based upon individuals and
events in the environment of Skeffington Lutwidge.

http://www.richmondreview.co.uk/library/torrey@l.htmﬂ

Skeffington ancestor

The name of Lewis Carroll’s uncle evokes a great-grandmother of Charles Lutwidge named
Mary Skeffington [1655-1732], as indicated in the following chart:

Charles HOGHTON Mary SKEFFINGTON
b 1643 Hoghton Tower, Hoghton b 1655 Antrim
Walton-on-the-Hill (Lancashire) d 30 Apr 1732
d 10 Jun 1710 t Walton-on-the-Hill

m 8 Mar 1676

Thomas LUTWIDGE Lucy HOGHTON
b 1670 Hoghton b 1694 Hoghton
d 1745 d 1780
m 7 Feb 1721 St Bees (Cumberland)

Henry LUTWIDGE Jane MOLYNEUX
b 17 Jun 1724 ‘ b 1745

d 1 Aug 1798 d 1791
m 26 Aug 1767

Charles LUTWIDGE
b 15 Jun 1768
Walton le Dale (Cumberland)
d 7 Sep 1848

Figure 3: Skeffington ancestor.

In transmitting this family name to their son, Lewis Carroll’s Lutwidge grandparents were no
doubt aware that a celebrated ancestor, Sir William Skeffington [1460-1535], had played a role in
British history during the reign of Henry VIIL
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Massereene context of Mary Skeffington

The following chart presents the immediate ancestors of Mary Skeffington:

d 1630

Sir John CLOTWORTHY Margaret JONES
b ~1608 b~1617
viscountcy Massereene Nov 1660
d 25 Sep 1665 Dublin

Hugh CLOTWORTHY—|— Mary LANGFORD

Sir John SKEFFINGTON Mary CLOTWORTHY
b ~1629 Fisherwick b ~1633 Antrim
4th Baronet d 20 Sep 1686 Antrim

2nd Viscount Massereene
d 21 Jun 1695
t Antrim

m 20 Jul 1654 St Paul’s church
Covent Gardens, London

John John Clotworthy SKEFFINGTON daughters
SKEFFINGTON SKEFFINGTON b 1660 Margaret
c 13 Nov 1663 ¢ 9 Dec 1666 3rd Viscount Massereene Anne y

y y d 14 Mar 1714 Antrim Frances

Mary SKEFFINGTON
b 1655 Antrim
d 30 Apr 1732

t Walton-on-the-Hill

Figure 4: Massereene context of Mary Skeffington.

Her great-grandfather Hugh Clotworthy, a Presbyterian from Devonshire, went to Ireland
in 1573 as a soldier. In 1606, he leased a property named Massereene from the Lord-Deputy
of Ireland, fellow-Devonian Sir Arthur Chichester, then he married Mary Langford. In 1621,
Clotworthy obtained Antrim Castle, which he set about renovating. Sheriff of Co Antrim in
1622, he died in 1630.

His son John, born around 1608, became the member of parliament for Co Antrim in 1634.
At the Restoration, he represented the Protestant interest in Ireland towards the king. No doubt
because of this, in November 1660, John Clotworthy was created Viscount Massereene.

In 1654, Clotworthy’s daughter Mary married Sir John Skeffington, who was the member of
parliament for Co Antrim in 1661. When Skeffington’s father-in-law died in 1665, he became the
2nd Viscount Massereene. His wealth enabled him to create the gardens of Antrim Castle.

John Skeffington’s third son, Clotworthy, was a soldier prior to becoming MP for Co Antrim
in 1692-1693. In 1695, at the age of thirty-five, he became the 3rd Viscount Massereene.

The Massereene viscountcy still exists today. The current head of the family, John Skeffington,
was born in 1940. Upon his father’s death in 1992, he became the 14th Viscount Massereene, the
7th Viscount Ferrard and the 7th UK Baron of Oriel. A revolutionary British operation in 1999
known as the House of Lords Act removed most hereditary members of the House of Lords.
Otherwise, this conservative politician would still be a member of that august chamber.
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Skeffington patriarchs

A description of families whose surname was Skeffington, or a variation on that name, can be
found in a genealogical document whose title is Skeffington Patronymic Research, written by
the present author, which is available at the following website:

http://gamone.free.fr/skefﬁngtonA

The following chart presents some early Skeffingtons whose identity is well established:

Thomas ——— Elizabeth PALMER
SKEFFINGTON b ~1410 Holt
b ~1405 Skeffington (Leicestershire)

(Leicestershire)

m ~1430 Skeffington

Thomas SKEFFINGTON ——— Mary ?
b ~1435 Skeffington b ~1440
d <1488 Skeffington

m ~1460 Skeffington

Sir William Sir John Thomas
SKEFFINGTON SKEFFINGTON SKEFFINGTON
b 1460 Skeffington b ~1470 Skeffington b ~1476 Skeffington
d 21 Dec 1535 Dublin  d 10 Jul 1525 London d ~1543 Skeffington

Figure 5: Patriarchal Skeffington Tudor lords.

Sir William Skeffington was the patriarch of the mainstream Skeffington family, which came
to an end in the middle of the 19th century. His younger brother, Sir John Skeffington, was the
patriarch of the branch of the family known as Massereene: ancestors of Lewis Carroll and of
the present Viscount Massereene.
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Fisherwick Skeffingtons

Sir J

The following chart presents the descent from the second Tudor lord of figure 5 down to Sir
John Skeffington, 2nd Viscount Massereene, whose name appeared already in figure 4:

ohn

*spelt SKEVINGTON in IGI

SKEFFINGTON
b ~1470 Skeffington
d 10 Jul 1525 London

Elizabeth PECHE
b ~1473
d 1549 Tonge
(Leicestershire)
m ~1514 London

William SKEFFINGTON *—
b ~1516 Fisherwick

— Joan LEVESON

(Staffordshire)

d 1572
d 1551 Tonge

Elizabeth SKEFFINGTON*
b ~1518 Tatenhill

(Staffordshire)
f 19 Nov 1584
| | “other
children
John — Alice CAVE James Richard
SKEFFINGTON d 17 Aug 1617 SKEFFINGTON SKEFFINGTON
d 7 Nov 1604 t Lichfield d 20 Aug 1608
Lichfield

George SKEFFINGTON

William SKEFFINGTON —
b ~1562
Baronet 8 May 1627
d 16 Sep 1635

— Elizabeth DERING Elizabeth
b ~1564

SKEFFINGTON

descends from
6 daughters

Plantagenets
Sir John Ursula Sir Richard — Anne NEWDIGATE
SKEFFINGTON SKEFFINGTON SKEFFINGTON b ~1608 Arbury
2nd Baronet c 6 May 1593 ¢ ~1597/1600 (Warwickshire)
b 1584 Skeffington Fisherwick d 21 May 1637
knighted 1624 d Jul 1658 d 2 Jun 1647
d Nov 1651 monument Broxbourne 3 dauahters: Anne
Sir William (Hertfordshire) Mary & Elizabeth
SKEFFINGTON @ @ T/ /1 1~
3rd Baronet |
b ~1626 Sir John Mary William
d 1 Apr 1652 SKEFFINGTON CLOTWORTHY SKEFFINGTON
b ~1629 Fisherwick b ~1635
4th Baronet Fisherwick
2nd Viscount Massereene
d 21 Jun 1695 Antrim

Richard SKEFFINGTON
b ~1631 Fisherwick

Figure 6: Fisherwick branch of the Skeffingtons.

Many of these individuals came from Fisherwick in Staffordshire. After the marriage of John
Skeffington and Mary Clotworthy, the Massereene homeplace was Antrim in Northern Ireland.
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Descent from the Plantagenets

As indicated in figure 6, the mother of the 2nd Viscount Massereene, Anne Newdigate (who
died before her 30th birthday, after having given birth to six children), descended from the
Plantagenet monarchs. These links will now be presented.

The following chart starts with the Plantagenet monarch Edward III:

Edward III Philippa d’Avesnes of Hainault

b 13 Nov 1312 Windsor, Berkshire b ~1314 Le Quesnoy, France

d 21 Jun 1377 Shene Palace, d 15 Aug 1369 Windsor Castle
Surrey t Westminster Abbey t Westminster Abbey

m 24 Jan 1328

John of Gaunt Catherine de Roet (Roelt)
b Mar 1340 Ghent, Belgium widow Swynford
d 3 Feb 1398/9 Leicester b ~1350 Picardy, France
f 15 Mar 1398/9 d 10 May 1403 Lincoln

St Paul’s Cathedral, London
m 13 Jan 1396/7 Lincoln

_ Joan de Beaufort
b ~1375 Chateau de Beaufort, Champagne, France
d 13 Nov 1440 Howden, Yorkshire

Figure 7: Joan de Beaufort, granddaughter of Edward III.

The king’s son, John of Gaunt, had four children by his French mistress Catherine de Roet
(sometimes spelt Roelt), widow of Hugh Swynford. These children were legitimized in 1397,
after the marriage of their parents, and they took the name of the French castle, Beaufort, where
they were brought up. The offspring who concerns us was Joan de Beaufort [1375-1440].

Grandparents and father of Joan de Beaufort (from left to right): Edward III, Queen Philippa and John of Gaunt.

Lewis Carroll’s descent from the Skeffington family 7



Neville and Percy descendants of Joan de Beaufort

Joan de Beaufort's first husband was Robert de Ferrers. After his death, she married Ralph de
Neville, Earl of Westmoreland, as indicated in the following chart:

Ralph de Neville Joan de Beaufort
b 1364 Raby, Durham b ~1375 Chateau de Beaufort,
Earl of Westmoreland Champagne, France
d 21 Oct 1425/26 Raby d 13 Nov 1440

Howden, Yorkshire

m 29 Nov 1396 Beaufort

Henry ‘Hotspur’ Elizabeth 14 children
de Percy Mortimer
Henry de Percy Eleanor Neville
b 3 Feb 1392 Alnwick, b ~1407 Raby
Northumberland d 1472

d 22 May 1455
St Albans, Hertfordshire

m ~QOct 1414
15 children
Ralph Percy Eleanor Acton
b 11 Aug 1425 b ~1429 Acton,
Leconfield, Yorkshire Northumberland

d 25 Apr 1464
Hedgeley Moor, Northumberland

m ~1455 Leconfield

5 children
Ralph Harbottle Margaret Percy
b ~1465 Horton, Northumberland b ~1462
d Jun 1504 d >1506
m ~1485
5 children

Guiscard Harbottle
b 6 Jan 1485
d Sep 1513
Branxton, Northumberland

Figure 8: Neville and Percy descendants of Joan de Beaufort.

Their daughter Eleanor married Henry de Percy, son of the personage known as Hotspur in
Shakespeare’s Henry IV.

Figure 8 terminates with a descendant named Guiscard Harbottle.
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Direct ancestors of Anne de Newdigate

The following chart presents the descent from Guiscard Harbottle to Anne Newdigate, whose
name (sometimes spelt Newdegate) appeared in figure 6:

Guiscard Harbottle
b 6 Jan 1485
Horton, Northumberland
d 9 Sep 1513
Branxton, Northumberland

Ellen Brereton
b ~1477
Brereton, Cheshire
d 22 Sep 1541
Gawsworth, Cheshire

John Fitton

Edward Fitton
b 1500 Gawsworth
d 17 Feb 1547/48

— Mary

d12

14 children

b 31 Mar 1527
Gawsworth
d 3 Jul 1579

Dublin

m 17 Jan 1
14 ch

d 3 Mar 160

m 1 Ja
3 chi

Edward Fitton —

Edward Fitton
b 1550 Gawsworth

— Jane Willoughby
b ~1485 Wollaton,
Nottinghamshire

n 1502
Idren

Harbottle

b 1507 Dalton
Michael, Yorkshire

Dec 1556

Gawsworth

Anne Warburton

b 1 May 1527 Warburton
and Arley, Cheshire

d 9 Jan 1573

539 London
ildren

— Alice Halcroft
b ~1551
Holcroft, Cheshire
d 1626

6 Gawsworth

m 1572
6 children

Anne Fitton

John Newdigate

Richard Skeffington

b ~1600 Fisherwick,
Staffordshire

d 2 Jun 1647 Monument at

Broxbourne, Hertfordshire

b1l
d?2

b 1570 Arbury, Warwickshire

m v
2 chi

b 1574 Gawsworth

1600
Idren

Anne Newdigate

608 Arbury
1 May 1637

Figure 9: Direct ancestors of
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Conclusions

Here is a summary of our findings:

The Plantagenet monarch Edward III was therefore the 16-great grandfather of Lewis Carroll.
This means that Lewis Carroll was a genetic descendant of British royalty (issued from William
the Conqueror) to exactly the same extent as two other famous figures: Winston Churchill and

Lady Diana.

EDWARD III [1312-1377]

John PLTANTAGENET [1340-1398]
Joan devBEAUFORT [1375-1440]
EIeanorvNEVILLE [1407-1472]
Ralph PvERCY [1425-1464]
Margar;c PERCY [1462-1506]
Guiscalz HARBOTTLE [1485-1513]
Mary HXRBOTI’LE [1507-1556]
EdwardvFI'I'I'ON [1527-1579]
EdwardvFI'I'I'ON [1550-1606]
Anne FE‘I’ON [1574-7]

Anne NEWDIGATE [1608-1637]
John SKvEFFINGTON [1629-1695]
Mary S:EFFINGTON [1655-1732]
Lucy HCv)GHTON [1694-1780]
Henry LvUTWIDGE [1724-1798]
CharlevaUTWIDGE [1768-1848]
FrancevaUTWIDGE [1803-1851]

v
Lewis CARROLL [1832-1898]

Figure 10: Generations between Edward III and Lewis Carroll.
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The descent from royalty that I have finally described in this article—presented in figures 7,
8 and 9—was revealed to me by an unexpected source. My friend Natacha Boudoul (archivist
at the Diocese of Marseille) drew my attention to an amazing website on the history of
thoroughbred racehorses in Britain:

http://www.highﬂyer.supanet.com/earlybreeders.htd

The gist of the relationship between British genealogy and horseracing is that, during the
17th and 18th centuries, most owners and breeders of throughbred racehorses were descendants
of Henry I, or relatives of such descendants. So, in browsing through lists of these racehorse
owners and breeders, we encounter precise and complete pedigrees—I am talking of humans,
not horses—of British royalty and aristocracy.

As far as basic Skeffington /Massereene genealogy is concerned, my primary source of
information has been The History and Antiquities of Leicestershire by John Nichols (circa 1800).

Whenever possible, I have called upon the extraordinary genealogical resources provided by
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It goes without saying that I would welcome criticism and information concerning my article,
which can be sent to me at sky.william@orange.fr.
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